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lay down their arms, and will accompany them to such sea-
port as may be most convenient for their departure for France;
that the citizens and inhabitants of Michillimakinac will con-
sequently be under the command of the officer whom Gen. Am-
Lierst may order to that post; that you will send a copy of my
letter to St. Joseph, and to the posts of that region, presuming
that there may be some soldiers there, that they and the inhabi-
tants may conform to it; and I hope to have the pleasure of
seeing you in France with all your friends.*

Thus ended the long contest between France and Great
Britain for American dominion and supremacy. Nome could
have felt more keenly the downfall of France, and the transfer
of the government of New France to the British, than did
Charles De Langlade. Raised on the frontiers, and having
spent his life in the wilderness, he was fond of the unrestrained
freedom he enjoyed in common with his border countrymen,
and he and they probably dreaded more a change of laws and
customs than of rulers; but in this, their fears were groundless,
for their conquerors proved quite as lenient and paternal in
their government as had the French before them. At this day,
we can scarcely realize the hardships attendant on such a
partisan service as that in which De Langlade was engaged,
with such long and constant marches of thousands of miles
through a wilderness country, relying mainly upon wild game
for a sustenance. I remember he told me, that on one oceca-
sion, when he and his party were nearly starved, they discovered
some live rattle-snakes, and by means of forked sticks placed
on their necks, severed their heads from their bodies, dressed the
meat and made a most savory meal.

I think T may in truth say, that in all this protracted war—
a war emphatically of herculean efforts on both sides, for the

*Copies of these instructions, in French, may be seen in the appen-
dix to Martin's Historical Address. These translations are full, and
carefully made. L.C. D.



